
Are you creating a novel
product or service?

Is its design or appearance a 
key feature?

Have you checked that  
nobody else is already 
using a similar design?

Consider industrial design  
rights (may be registered 

or unregistered)

Trade mark protection may be available to 
you to consider (if commercially required)

Consider filing for a trade 
mark. You can consult a 

trade mark agent 

Consult the IPOI website 
www.ipoi.gov.ie for more 

information 

See these websites for searching for existing
trade marks and designs:  

https://www.tmdn.org/tmview/welcome#/tmview and  
https://www.tmdn.org/tmdsview-web/welcome#/dsview

Inventive 
step- consider 
investigating 
patentability

Consult the IPOI website  
www.ipoi.gov.ie for more information 

Consider filing for a patent.  
You can obtain an opinion from  

a patent attorney 

If minor- consider 
if it may be a short 

term patent

Copyright protection
protects new works of 
art free of charge no 

registration
required

Have you checked that 
nobody else is using a 
similar name or logo?

Treat your information 
as a trade secret (keep it 

confidential)

Is there a new technical 
solution or new ‘invention’? 
Take early advice! NB: KEEP 

THE IDEA CONFIDENTIAL 
until you have taken advice 

on this

Is there artwork or new 
written material?

Have you given it a special 
name or logo? Avoid 

descriptive terms

Have you gathered valuable 
specialist knowledge?

Disclaimer
The information provided on this slide does not constitute legal advice. If you do require legal advice, you should consult a suitably 
qualified professional for advice which is tailored to your own needs. All information is for general informational purposes only, for 
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